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Book Notices. 637. 

these influences was developed to any extent, he was able to get more accurate 
impressions than his predecessors, all of whom visited that region later in the year. 

Finally, he ascertained that the lower course of the Sarydshas River, which 
collects the waters of the central Tian-Shan toward the Tarim River, is not iden- 
tical with the river coming down through the Dshanart Valley, as had been 
supposed, but that it corresponds to the river known to the natives as Kum Arik 
(channel of the desert), which breaks through the parallel ranges in a deep 
transverse valley, so narrow as to be absolutely inaccessible when the river car- 
ries the full amount of water. As this is the case throughout the warm season, 
the river being supplied by all the glaciers of the central Tian-Shan, only a mid- 
winter expedition would be able to enter that valley and trace it up to the 
explored parts of the Sarydshas course. 

The study of glaciers and valleys also formed an important part of the pro- 
gramme. Like others before him, the author found evidences of an extensive 
glaciation everywhere. The present 'glaciers seem almost stationary, since the 
large supply of snow from the highest regions will replace any amount of loss 
due to melting at the base of the glacier; only on the Mushketow glacier were 
slight traces of recession noticeable. A peculiar feature of all the glaciers in the 
neighbourhood of Khan Tengri is the innumerable ice-lakes which they con- 
tain — funnel-shaped, and from 600 to 1,000 feet "large" (the author does not 
explain whether this means diameter or circumference) — whose origin is still to 
be explained. 

A large-scale map and two beautiful mountain panoramas made of 8 x 10- 
inch plates are great helps to a proper appreciation of the text, and both text and 
illustrations make the reader look forward to the publication of the complete 
report, which is to follow upon this preliminary one. M. K. G. 

Reisen im westindischen Mittelmeer. Von Dr. Georg Wegener. 

Berlin, 1904. Allgemeiner Verein fur deutsche Litteratur. 
The book is a collection of letters containing records of the author's travels in 
Central America, which were written originally for the "Tagliche Rundschau" 
at Berlin. While not claiming to be scientific (as shown by the choice of the 
publisher and by its origin), it belongs to the best that has been written in the 
line of light geographic literature, whose principal value consists in awakening 
the interest in geography among the wider reading public, and for being pleasant 
reading it is no less rich in reliable information about the places visited. The 
list of the latter comprises the island of St. Thomas, Martinique, and an ascent 
of Mont Pele, together with an account of its eruption on March 26, 1903 ; 
Jamaica, the Colombian cities of Puerto Colombia, Barranquilla, and Cartagena, 
Panama and the Canal region, Costa Rica and its capital San Jose, and an ascent 
of the Costa Rican volcano Irazu. The author's well-known skill in portraying, in 
short sketches, the characteristic features of the countries and nations visited is 
entirely up to the mark of his former publications, and even the professional 
geographer who will spend an hour of leisure with him will not lay the book aside 
without feeling indebted to the author for some new sidelights on otherwise 
familiar subjects. M. K. G. 

Historic Highways of America. By Archer Butler Hulbert. 

Vols. 8-16. The Arthur H. Clark Company, Cleveland. 
Vols. 1-7 of this series were noticed in this Bulletin, Vol. 36, page 54, 1904. 
The work is now complete, and calls for a reference to the remaining parts. Vol. 8 



